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Excellencies, eminent leaders from the public and private sector, distinguished ladies and gentlemen, good morning.   
I am delighted to welcome you to the 2014 Edition of the Information Technology Professionals Assembly. I am more excited about the focus of this plenary III section of the conference to
e-Agriculture. This is a key piece in our agricultural transformation plans.
In Nigeria, when I became minister in 2011, I made it clear that the food importation practice was unacceptable. For example, how can we be the largest producer of cassava in the world, with 45 million Metric Tons annually, far outpacing the likes of Thailand, but only account for less than 10 percent of processed cassava, with Thailand at 87 percent? Processing is where it matters, with 57 percent of financial value captured at this stage. It is only by capturing this value that we can positively transform the lives of over 70% of our population that dwell in rural areas and thereby create sustainable jobs for millions. 
Through the Agricultural Transformation Agenda, launched by Mr. President in 2011, we are now treating agriculture as a business to capture value for Nigerians. We recognized that with our agricultural potential of over 84 million ha, abundant water and cheap labor, Nigeria is set to become a major player in global food and agricultural markets. President Jonathan’s Agenda is premised on unlocking this potential in Nigeria’s agriculture sector through focused reforms and investments.
At the forefront of our effort was reforming the corrupt government-dominated fertilizer procurement and distribution system, we introduced ICT into Agriculture. We ended the corruption of four decades, within 90 days. Nigeria launched the growth enhancement scheme (GES), under which farmers across the country now receive their subsidized fertilizers and seeds via electronic coupons (e-wallets) on their mobile phones.
The impact has been massive. Within two years, the e-wallet system reached over 8 million genuine farmers. As high quality fertilizers and improved seeds reached millions of farmers, food production rose dramatically, while improving the food security of 40 million persons in rural households.  Nigeria is the first country in Africa, and in the world, to develop the electronic wallet system for reaching farmers with subsidized farm inputs on mobile phones. The impact is reaching well beyond Nigeria. Several African countries, including Uganda and Ethiopia, and other non-African countries like India, Brazil and China have expressed interest in adopting the electronic wallet system in their own countries. The eyes of the world are on Nigeria’s agriculture.
Our reforms of the fertilizer sector and the gas industrialization policy have combined to open up the sector to new investors. Today, $5 billion of new investments in fertilizer manufacturing are ongoing by Dangote, Indorama and Notore. Nigeria expects to become a net exporter of fertilizers within three years. 
We are boosting production of our local staple crops to reduce our dependency on food imports. A nation that cannot feed itself is simply at the mercy of others and subject to the volatility of global commodity markets. Today, Nigeria is feeding itself. Our rice self sufficiency policy was directed at saving Nigeria $2.5 billion annually and putting this into the hands of our rice farmers and rural communities.
Against all odds, we are succeeding. Through massive free distribution of high yielding rice varieties, provision of fertilizers and mechanized services, supported by small scale irrigation, rice production has exploded in the country. Within two years, our national paddy rice production rose by 4.3 million MT. The number of integrated modern rice mills in the country rose from 5 to 15 within two years, all processing the local paddy into high quality finished rice. The expanded local rice production has added N 320 billion to the economy, with over N 170 billion as net incomes to farmers and rice processors, and boosted rural economy by 360,000 jobs. 
We are turning our comparative advantage as the world’s largest producer of cassava into a competitive advantage. Our goal is to soon become the largest processor of cassava in the world, with the use of cassava for flour to partially substitute for imported wheat flour in bread and confectioneries, starch, sweeteners, chips and ethanol. Thirty bakeries, including the largest international supermarket chains, Shoprite and Park and Shop, now regularly sell cassava-wheat flour bread. Work is ongoing to establish large-scale high quality cassava processing plants to boost the production, reliability of supply and lower cost of high quality cassava flour.
Agriculture has become the new buzz in Nigeria, with vibrant, young graduates moving into the business of agriculture. President Jonathan, in 2013, launched the Youth Employment in Agriculture Programme (YEAP) to create a new generation of young commercial farmers and agriculture entrepreneurs (“Nagropreneurs”). This will develop a total of 760,000 ‘Nagropreneurs’ over five years. Today, young graduates and bankers are leaving the banks and heading for agriculture. The new millionaires and billionaires of Nigeria will be in agriculture. It is a new dawn.
We recognize that many of these new young Nagropreneurs are operating in the Private sector. Indeed, Africa’s private sector generates 70% of economic output, 70% of financial investments and 90% of its employment. So there is no doubt that private sector plays a critical role in our quest to transform Nigeria.
It is for this reason that under the Agricultural Transformation Agenda (ATA) of President Goodluck Ebele Jonathan, we decided to have a laser focus on attracting the private sector to investing in Nigeria’s agribusiness value-chains. Through our efforts, we have been able to attract over $4 billion in investment commitments from private sector into Nigeria’s agribusiness sector across the various value chains in 2013. Of this landmark private sector commitment, $608 million had already been invested by May 2014, and 21,845 additional jobs have been created. As a government, we must recognize the importance of not just attracting participation, but also sustaining it. Providing a conducive environment to private sector operations is key to achieving this. 
In the business of Agriculture, the infrastructure deficit is a significant constraint that needs to be fixed to encourage further agribusiness development. As part of the Agricultural Transformation Agenda, we are tackling infrastructure through focused investments that will allow private sector agro-processors to flourish. We are developing Staple Crop Processing Zones (SCPZ) in 14 states across the country that will provide the necessary infrastructure for companies to add-value to agricultural produce that will reduce their operating costs by up to 30%, while providing farmers with a ready market for their farm output, helping to significantly reduce post-harvest losses. 
Indeed, the world is searching for ways to feed the 9 billion people global population expected by 2050. Africa is where that solution is. National governments, academics, private sector businesses and millions of farmers are taking on this challenge as across the continent, the green revolution has taken root. It must be nurtured through the sharing of knowledge, investments in skills development for the youth, the scaling up of innovations, and the unleashing of the power of private enterprise. We must broadly disseminate the agricultural success stories underway. The international community needs to know that Agriculture as a Business is the new paradigm and the key to our continent's success.
Computer Professionals of Nigeria is a vital partner in helping bring about this paradigm shift and through its collaborations, can help ensure it is for the benefit of millions across Nigeria. 
Ladies and Gentlemen, I wish you much success in the deliberations at this conference, and look forward to engaging with many of you as we find solutions to ensure Nigeria becomes a true value-added global powerhouse of agriculture. 
Thank you.
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