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                              COMMUNIQUE
INTRODUCTION

The annual CPN Information Technology Professionals’ Assembly is a yearly gathering of Information Technology practitioners in Nigeria and diaspora with the objective of discussing and strategizing on emergent issues in Information Technology in order to come out with recommendations and decisions that will impart positively on the industry and the nation. The 2014 edition of the programme came up on Wednesday, June 18th   and Thursday June 19, 2014 at the NICON Luxury Hotel, Abuja. 
The theme for this years’ assembly is “Harnessing the Potentials of Information Technology Professionals For National Development”. This year’s topic was informed by the need to embrace Information Technology in totality and embrace and harness its capabilities for our country’s development through proper utilization of the potentials of the Information Technology professionals in the country. In her keynote address, the lead speaker and President of the British Computer Society, Professor Liz Bacon delivered a very insightful paper on the need for Information Technology professionals to get prepared for the future in the Information Technology industry. Several papers were also presented at the event and discussion groups were called upon to discuss each of the papers and make useful contributions to it. 

Several recommendations were made at the event on ways in which we can maximize our potentials in Information Technology for the benefit of the professionals and the country in general. The recommendations arrived at could be divided into three parts. The one for Government, Stakeholders and Institutions of higher learning:

A. GOVERNMENT

1. In order to stem the tide of the present security challenges in the country, Nigeria  should have a determined, focussed and technology savvy cadre of national security professionals that are capable of putting in place a well-thought out and proactive strategy with Information Technology as the enabler. 
2. There is need for the implementation of a robust identity management framework as well as collaboration between the government and the private sector especially the financial and the telecommunication companies for access to data required to combat insurgence.
3. There is need for the country to develop a biometric voice tracking technology that will take care of the human factor in our security challenges 
4. There is need for the development of a local content management system to solve security issues in Nigeria.
5. IT professional bodies should get involved in governance and agenda setting as well as Research and Development efforts to synthesize ideas while the stakeholders should form pressure and advocacy groups to synergise ideas. 

6. There is need for research collaboration across the three sectors: academia, Government and industry because of the complexity of modern research and the imperative of a wider range of expertise and experience in bringing out fruitful results in Information Technology research. 
B.     STAKEHOLDERS
a. Registered members of the profession were advised to embrace self learning and institutional learning through the attendance of CPN MCPD programmes and online courses. 
b. Registered members of the profession were enjoined to issue public statements only in an objective and truthful manner and express publicly only technical opinions that are founded upon knowledge of the facts and competence in the subject matter.

c. There is need for local manufacturers of IT products to enhance the standards of their products in order to be able to compete with the foreign brands

d. Due to the expensive nature of the ICT business, there is need for an inter agency collaboration in order to bring about growth and development in the industry. 

e. CPN is enjoined to establish a rich digital library that will be accessible to registered members of the profession in order to enhance their professional development and update their knowledge in this dynamic profession.

f. The elders in the Information Technology profession should shoulder the responsibility of mentoring the incoming Information Technology professionals in order to enable them to grow in the profession

g. There are several opportunities for members of the Information Technology profession to make inputs into the development of agriculture as well as other aspects of our life in the country

h. Due to the bright future on Information Technology in Nigeria, Information Technology professionals should be well-equipped with multi disciplinary skills in order to be able to fit into the picture of a future IT leader. 
C.  INSTITUTIONS

1. Institutions of higher learning should embrace the University-Government-Industry linkage otherwise known as the “Triple-Helix” nexus to promote research and development in Information Technology in the country

2. Institutions of higher learning should present research proposals for the sponsorship of industry-relevant research that are aimed at addressing specific problems that are emanating from the industry.

3. In order to become more relevant, institutions of higher learning should be ready to share their research findings with the Government, the industry and the general populace
4. CPN should create platforms for multi stakeholder interactions, involvement and feedback as well as funding of IT innovations through competition, awards and recognitions. 
Information Technology has a bright future in the country if its potentials are properly harnessed for our developmental needs. However, there is need for more work to be done by the Government, stakeholders and respective institutions of higher learning in the country to enable us harness maximally the potentials of Information Technology in Nigeria.
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